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KEY POINTS

Teens are concerned about the coronavirus outbreak especially, about getting infected with the
virus or infecting others.

« Teens feel most safety measures schools can take are at least somewhat helpful, though they feel their peers
will take measures involving other students less seriously.

Teens prefer completely online or a mix of in-person and online learning for the fall. Schools
appear to be doing that well. However, the percentage of schools offering ‘completely in-person’
does not match students wanting that option.

« Just over half of students feel that virtual/remote learning went well at the end of last year.

« Many teens don’t have resources available to them for virtual/remote learning.

« Virtual/remote learning has shifted how students are learning best. A plurality are learning best by homework

assignments since the outbreak.
* Most teens are more reliant on the internet for help with schoolwork than before the outbreak.

Nearly two out of three 8th-12th graders had some say in choosing their school, but more than one-

third had no say in the decision. Many more would like to have at least some influence.
« Almost all high school graduates had at least some say in choosing their education plans for the fall.

The coronavirus outbreak and Black Lives Matter movement are the most important issues to teens

right now. They are most comfortable discussing social issues with their friends.
« Asian teens are much more likely to discuss social issues with their friends than teens of any other race.
« Black teens are equally comfortable discussing social issues with any family member, while teens of other
races are most comfortable with their parent/guardian over other family members.

N/
METHODOLOGY:

This poll was conducted from August 17-19, 2020, among a national sample of 999 teens ages 13-17. The interviews were conducted online and the data were weighted to
approximate a target sample of teens based on Age, Gender, Race, Ethnicity, and Region.
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Teens are concerned about the COVID-19 outbreak, but minorities and older teens stand out in their concerns.

How concerned are you about the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) outbreak? Select one.

.Very concerned . Somewhat concerned Don't know/No opinion .Not that concerned .Not at all concerned Total Concerned
(very + somewhat)

All Students 34% 42% 3% 14% 6% 76%

8th-10th Graders 16% 6% 75%

11th-12th Graders 0 13% 50 81%

High School Graduates 3% 11% 8% 77%

Asian 9% 4% 88%
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Getting infected or infecting family members with the coronavirus are top concerns for teens, followed by not seeing friends
and missing classes at school. Teens are split on concerns over taking classes online and cancellations of various school programs
and events. A majority of students are not concerned about losing food access from school.

Thinking about the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) outbreak, how concerned are you about each of the following? Select one per row.

Total Concerned Total Not Concerned
(very + somewhat) (not that + not at all)
Infecting a family member with the virus 81% 16%
Getting infected with the coronavirus 70% 28%
Not being able to see my friends at 67% 30%
school

Missing classes at school 57% 39%

Taking classes online 53% 42%

Cancellation of social events run
0 0
through school (dances, etc.) 53% 43%

Cancellation of after school sports 0 0
(football, tennis, track, etc.) 50% 44%

Cancellation of after school clubs
0 0
(drama, band, student council, etc.) 45% 49%
25% 69% .

Not having access to food from school
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Teens believe that increased disinfection and cleaning of facilities and mask wearing are the most helpful safety measures schools
should take. Also, teens are more likely to believe wearing masks (+6 points) will be helpful compared to parents.

How helpful do you think the following measures would be for returning to school safely? Select one per row.

Difference vs.

(very ,ggﬁlel;'ver!gftmhelpful) ‘Very relp Pare(rt](;ttsatheeslEfourl])ses*
s I T s | -
Feverstudets on buses 79% :
the numb g Scecuies 9 educe 77% "
Piscourage sharing object 76% :
i caas s mecls 5% 3
Desks plaed & fect apar 4% 5
Plastic dividers between desks _ 65% -10
Rl — A

*Parent Responses are responses among Total School Parents for the August Gen Pop Report: https://edchoice.morningconsultintelligence.com/assets/48388.pdf
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Most teens believe their peers will take wearing masks at least somewhat seriously. But substantial proportions say other students
will not take safety that seriously, especially physical distancing.

How seriously do you think students at your school would take the following measures for returning to school safely? Select one per row.

@ Veryseriously @ Somewhat seriously Don'tknow/No @ Not that seriously @ Not at all
opinion seriously

Total Seriously
(very + somewhat)

Wearing masks 69%

Not sharing objects with other students 49%
Maintaining 6 feet distance from

45%

other students in common areas
(e.g. cafeterias, hallways, etc.)
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Nearly two out of three 8-12% graders had some say in choosing their school, but more than one-third had no say in the decision.
Many more would like to have at least some influence.

Which school type are you enrolled in? How much of a say did you have in the type of school you are enrolled in for this school year? How much of a say do you think students
should have in the type of school they are enrolled in?

Among 8th-12th graders

School Type Enrollment
Say In Choosing School Type

None Some All

Public District School

Say Students Should Have In Choosing School Type

Home School

Public Charter School

Private School
Other
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BACK TO SCHOOL

Most high school graduates are planning to attend college this year but 21% are taking a gap year. Over half said the decision of what
type of school to attend was entirely up to them and that aligns with how much say students believe they should have.

Which school type are you enrolled in? How much of a say did you have in the type of school you are enrolled in for this school year? How much of a say do you think students

should have in the type of school they are enrolled in?
Among High School Graduates

School Type Enrollment
Say In Choosing School Type

None Some All

Public/State 4-year
college 38% are
going to a 4-

year college

Private 4-year college

Say Students Should Have In Choosing School Type

Community college

Taking a gap year

| don't plan on
enrolling in school

Other

10
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Teens have mixed emotions about returning to school this year; while they are excited and happy there are also strong feelings of
anxiety and nervousness going into this school year.

What three words best describe how you feel about school starting this year? (unaided)
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Just over half of teens feel that virtual/remote learning went well at the end of last school year. Almost a quarter of teens don’t
have access to the internet, and many are lacking other resources for virtual/remote learning.

In your opinion how did virtual/remote learning (e-learning) go at the end of last school year? Select one. During the outbreak at the end of last school year, for virtual/remote
learning (e-learning) did you have...? Select all that apply.

Resources for Virtual/Remote Learning Evaluation of Virtual/Remote Learning

Internet access at home to do your

- 0
online class work 7%

Very well

A dedicated device to get your

schoolwork done 65%

52%
] Somewhat well
Access to your parent/guardian/other 549
adult during the day if you needed help 0 Total Well
(very + somewhat)
Enough access to your teacher if you 5204
had questions about schoolwork 0
Not that well
A designated quiet place to go for 0
class/studying 48%
Not well at all

None of the above 6%
Didn’t participate
Don’t know

12



R4 CHOICE

Vv MORNING CONSULT’

BACK TO SCHOOL
Most teens prefer completely online or a mix of in-person and online learning for the fall. Schools appear to be meeting those

preferences. However, the percentage of schools offering ‘completely in-person’ does not match students wanting that option

Which of the following approaches do you most prefer for going back to school in the fall? Select one. Which of the following approaches is your school taking this fall? Select

one.
‘Preferred Approach .School's Approach

Total In-Person

31% 31% 36% 19%

23%
0
14% 13% 15%
5%
N/A
Don't know

Mix of in-person and online Completely in-person Completely in-person
with required rules to prevent the  with optional rules to prevent the

spread of COVID-19 spread of COVID-19

35%
33%

Completely online

13
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Before the outbreak teens were learning best by hands on activities, class lectures, and working in groups however, during the
outbreak teens shifted to rely more on homework assignments.

Before the outbreak, how did you learn best? Select all that apply. During the outbreak at the end of last school year, how did you learn best? Select all that apply.

@ pre-coviD @ During covip
55%
43% 42%
40%
36%
27% 0
24% 25%2 404
9%
4%
Hands on activities Class lectures Working in groups Homework Debates/discussions Studying notes Reading textbooks Other

assignments with other students after class /e-books

15
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During virtual learning at the end of last school year most teens continued to utilized search engines most to help with schoolwork

and increased usage of online education websites.
Before the outbreak, which of the following did you use to help you with schoolwork? Select all that apply. During the outbreak at the end of last school year, which of the

following did you use to help you with schoolwork? Select all that apply.

@ pre-coviD @0During covip
66%
48% 47%
37%
28%
22% 23%
° 20%
16%
9% 10%
6%
. Y
Internet search Family members Online education  Teacher office hours Study groups Library/learning Tutor Other
engine (parents, siblings, websites center

etc.)
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After the outbreak teens became heavily reliant on their cell phones and social media to connect with friends and peers. That

contrasts with before the outbreak when many were socializing in school or other in-person locations.

Before the outbreak, where would you connect with friends and other students? Select all that apply. During the outbreak at the end of last school year, where did you connect

with friends and other students? Select all that apply.

@ pre-coviD @0During covip
0,
74% 210672%
68%g794
53%
50%
41% .
38% 36%350,
25%
20%
17%
14%
0,

10% 8%
_ e
I

In class at school  Cell phone Online/social Your house/a Public places Clubs, sports, or Outdoors Interactive video  Sports teams Other
other activities games outside of school

media friend's house
run through the

school

17



LEARNING & SOCIALIZATION PREFERENCES

Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat, and YouTube are teens most utilized and preferred social platforms.

Which of the following do you use? Select all. Which 3 of the following do you use MOST OFTEN? Select up to 3 options.

A

TOP USED

Niche platforms:

used by a few and
not very popular

[ Chat rooms (online)
WhatsApp

Most popular social
platforms: used by

many and a top favorite

TikTok

Video calls
A lot of use but lack
Phone calls popularity: used by many

but not a favorite

TOTAL USAGE

v

R4 CHOICE

Vv MORNING CONSULT’

Teens mentioned using
Discord and Pinterest in

their other responses.
(other accounted for 2% of all
responses)
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TikTok is popular across age groups. YouTube is most popular among younger teens and Instagram and Snapchat are more
popular among older teens.

Which 3 of the following do you use MOST OFTEN? Select up to 3 options.

8th-10th Graders 11th-12th Graders High School Graduates
TikTok [T 69% Tiktok [INEGG 0% TikTok [ 3%
Instagram [ 529 instagram [ 66% instagram || NG 5
YouTube [ 71% vYouTube [ 61% YouTube | 6%
Snapchat [ 55% snapchat [N 63% snapchat || NG 4
Texting [N 40% Texting [N 33% Texting [ EGEGEGEN 32%
Reddit [N 37% Reddit [N 30% Reddit | NG 35%
Twitter [N 27% Twitter [N 23% Twitter [ 22%
Facebook [N 24% Facebook [ 24% Facebook |GG 27%
WhatsApp [ 20% whatsApp [ 16% whatsApp [ 21%
Video calls [N 19% video calls [ 17% video calls [l 14%
Chat rooms [ 229 Chatrooms [ 14% chatrooms [ 23%
Twitch [ 22% Twitch [l 9% Twitch ] 6%
Tumblr [ 9% Tumblr [ 17% Tumblr ] 6%
Phone calls [ 11% Phone calls [l 11% Phone calls [l 12%
vsco [ 3% vsco [l 10% vsco || 3%

19



COVID-19 IMPACT

BACK TO SCHOOL

LEARNING & SOCIALIZATION PREFERENCES

SOCIAL ISSUES

APPENDIX



R4 CHOICE

Vv MORNING CONSULT’
SOCIAL ISSUES

Teens are most comfortable discussing current events and social issues with friends, followed by parents and family. There is
relatively less comfort sharing with teachers or friends’ parents.

How comfortable are you discussing current events/social issues with each of the following...? Select one per row.

@ Very comfortable @ Somewhat comfortable Don't know / no opinion @Not that comfortable @ Not at all uncomfortable Total Comfortable
(very + somewhat)

Friends 4% 11% 3% 84%

Parent/guardian 12% 6% 78%

Sibling 10% 68%

Other family members 6% 61%
Teacher 5% 56%

Friend's parent/guardian 8% 39%
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Asian teens are more likely to feel comfortable discussing social issues with their friends and less comfortable with other people
compared other races. Black teens are just as comfortable talking to siblings and other family members as they are with their parents.

How comfortable are you discussing current events/social issues with each of the following...? Select one per row.

All Students . Asian ‘ Non-Hispanic Hispanic . Black

White
Friends o o o
Parent/guardian [ X IR
Sibling o o0
Other family members o @ [ )
Teacher o @
Friend's parent/guardian ) ) ) ]
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

22
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The coronavirus outbreak and Black Lives Matter movement have the highest awareness and are by far the most important issues
to teens right now. This is likely tied to the recent and heavy news coverage of both issues.

Which of the following have you read, seen, heard something about? Select all that apply. Which of these issues are most important to you? Select three.

@ ~ware @ Most Important

The COVID-19 (Coronavirus) outbreak 61% 90%

Black Lives Matter movement 60% 88%

The 2020 presidential election 79%

LGBTQ Rights 37%

70%

Police/Criminal justice reform 31% 70%

Climate change 66%

Abortion

64%

Immigration 60%

Confederate flag 52%

Universal healthcare 20%

43%
_ Education reform has notably
Education reform 20% 42% <«—— |ower awarness among teens

than other issues.

Affordable housing

38%

Election security 7% 36%
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APPENDIX

Survey Profile, 1

Dates

Survey Data Collection
& Quality Control

Survey Sponsor
Population

Sampling Frame
States,

Sampling Method
Mode

Language

August 17-19, 2020

Morning Consult
EdChoice
Teenagers (ages 13-18)

National sample of teenagers (ages 13-18) living in the United
including the District of Columbia

Non-Probability, Stratified (based on Age, Gender)
Online Survey

English

Vv MORNING CONSULT’
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Survey Profile, 2

Survey Time Median = 9.7 minutes

Sample Size Total, N = 1,000

Oversampling? None

Quotas? Age, Gender

Weighting? Age, Race, Ethnicity, Gender, Education, Census Region

Measure of Precision
(adjusted for weighting) + 3.1 percentage points

Project Contact Paul DiPerna, paul@edchoice.org
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Unweighted N Weighted N

All Students 999 996

Asian 128 71

Black 229 156

Hispanic 216 242

Non-Hispanic White 388 517
Other Race 185 182

8th-10th Graders 272 507
11th-12th Graders 531 355
High School Graduates 189 120
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